
 

Appendix 1 

 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) 

 4 July 2012 

 

Transcript of Item 4: Oral Update on the Mayor’s Report   

 

 

 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can I then move on to item 4 and can I ask the Assembly to 

formally receive the Mayor’s report covering the period from 30 May to 20 June 2012?  Thank 

you. 

 

Now, in accordance with Standing Order 5.4, I have discussed with the Mayor’s Office and the 

Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to five minutes on the matters occurring since the 

publication of his report.  Mr Mayor? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much, Jennette.  I will try and be as fast 

as possible because Members have asked for quite a few updates. 

 

We have now just over three weeks to go until what I am confident will be the greatest Olympic 

and Paralympic Games ever held.  I think London by common consent is as well if not better 

prepared at this stage than any previous Olympic city.  I think the information that Transport for 

London (TfL) has been pushing out to businesses has now been very widely understood.  I 

congratulate Peter Hendy [Commissioner, TfL] and his team on their efforts.  Those businesses, 

those London employers or anybody in London who is still in doubt about what it is going to be 

like during Games time, please consult getaheadofthegames.com.  Get onto the web and have a 

look. 

 

We have launched the rings.  The rings down there on Tower Bridge are fantastic.  I hesitate to 

use the word “iconic” because I am fed up with the word “iconic” and if anybody can think of a 

better word than “iconic”, I would be grateful for it, but it is unquestionably the most 

magnificent sight to see those rings. 

 

On 28 June, additionally, in defiance of the sceptics, we opened the Emirates Airline [cable-car] 

and on one weekend alone - I know we are going to have a question about this - on its first 

weekend, that airline, which charges only £3.20 for a round trip, took more than 30,000.  I think 

32,000 trips were made in one weekend, so I am very encouraged by that. 

 

You have asked for eight subjects to be covered by me in addition in this oral update.  Number 

one is the decision by Andrew Lansley, Health Secretary, on the South London Healthcare Trust.  

Let me assure Conservative Members who have asked this question that I had discussions with 

Mr Lansley before he made that announcement.  I sought assurances that any hospital closures 

would be fully consulted upon and we discussed the particular difficulties caused by the private 

finance initiative (PFI) arrangements entered into by the last Labour Government. 



 

 

On the road casualty figures, the Green Party has asked about them.  The latest figures show 

that people killed and seriously injured on London’s roads in 2011 were the lowest on record on 

our streets but, clearly, there is more work to be done which I am sure we will discuss on cycling 

and other matters. 

 

On the Guardian’s and the London School of Economics’ (LSE’s) excellent work on Reading the 

Riots, Labour has asked for my views on that.  In summary, I think they underscore the excellent 

work done by the Metropolitan Police Service and of course the need to keep police numbers 

high. 

 

I have a couple of questions about the Barclays sponsorship of the bike hire scheme and my 

simple answer on that would be that Barclays has saved London about £50 million, has helped 

not only to put in the best cycle hire scheme anywhere in the world but also to install the Cycle 

Superhighways.  The question asks whether we should feel in any way worried about 

reputational damage caused by association with Barclays.  Barclays remains a fine institution 

and a massive London employer and I can see that the bank is now taking steps to rebuild its 

own reputation in the wake of the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) revelations. 

 

We are of course on questions 6 and 7 from the Liberal Democrats and the Labour Group.  I 

think there has been an announcement today by all the parties, including those organising 

World Pride.  I am very happy to say that World Pride will go ahead and we will be working with 

all the relevant bodies to ensure that we produce a safe and vibrant and exciting event. 

 

Finally, on the departure of Catherine Crawford [Chief Executive, Mayor’s Office for Policing 

and Crime (MOPAC)] and Jane Harwood [Deputy Chief Executive, MOPAC], I want to thank 

Catherine Crawford very much for her many years of distinguished service to government in 

London and in particular for her role as chief executive of the Metropolitan Police Authority 

(MPA) and of MOPAC.  Her advice was always valuable, in some cases absolutely indispensable, 

and she commanded admiration and respect across the political spectrum.  I wish her well on her 

retirement.  I would also like to thank her Deputy Chief Executive, Jane Harwood, who is also 

stepping down, for the huge contribution she has made to policing in London. 

 

I think I have come in just under five minutes and I look forward to taking your questions. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you.  I already have a list of five Members and I am going to 

allow up to 20 minutes for Groups to put their questions so that we can then move on to the 

next item on the agenda. 

 

So, what I would then ask Members to do as well if they then want to follow up to the topic that 

has been raised, then we will do it that way.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Can I make one suggestion, Jennette?  I know all the 

Members want to come in on all sorts of questions.  Would it be possible to take one subject at 

a time? 

 



 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  That is what I said. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Fine. Good. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Then, if we can have crisp answers as well so we can move through, 

then that would be great.  Assembly Member Copley? 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Thank you, Chair.  I wanted to ask the Mayor about the situation regarding 

World Pride.  You said it will go ahead.  Can I ask whether it is going to go ahead as originally 

planned? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  My understanding is that World Pride will be a fantastic 

event and it is going to go ahead on a smaller scale, however, than originally planned.  I am very 

pleased to say that we are providing £100,000 of support and, as soon as we became aware of 

difficulties with the funding and with the organisation of World Pride, we stepped in to make 

sure that it could go ahead. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  When did you become aware of the funding difficulties? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think it was a couple of weeks ago. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  In 2009 in your Mayoral Decision on this, you said: 

 

“Work with Visit London will maximise the potential of this event, and develop its tourism 

offer.  The event already has international status, which can be developed and has 

potential to become as large and influential as major LGBT events such as the Sydney 

Mardi Gras.” 

 

Given this and given the fact that you spent £100,000 of taxpayers’ money on it, do you think 

you should be monitoring the situation a little bit more closely? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Clearly, it was up to the organisers of World Pride to 

deliver the event that they advertised and I am afraid we do not have the resources here in 

City Hall to micromanage every event we support. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  I am not suggesting that, but do not you think you have a duty to ensure 

that it goes ahead as planned in order not to damage London’s international reputation? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is why I am very pleased that we have been able to 

make sure that World Pride is going ahead, in spite of the very serious organisational difficulties 

that they faced. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  My understanding of the situation is that a sponsor has now come forward 

to bridge the funding gap that Pride London had, but Westminster Council are still refusing to 

close streets and allow the parade to go ahead as originally planned.  Will you use your power 

and influence to ensure that Westminster Council will relent and allow the parade to go ahead? 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  My understanding is that all parties, including World 

Pride, including the organisers, have agreed to go ahead with the event that we are looking 

forward to on Saturday.  I think that is probably the best way forward.  Rather than trying to 

make narrow party political points, I think we should rejoice in the achievement of the 

organisers in getting something going. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  It is not a party political point.  It is about international reputation. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is important that World Pride should go ahead. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  But this is not a party political point.  This is about London’s reputation 

and credit to you for being very effusive about this in 2009 when London won the bid for it.  

But do you not think that this is going to be very damaging for London’s reputation if it does 

not go ahead as planned? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, I think that what is going ahead will be excellent.  It 

will be a credit to the City.  It will be a walking procession, which I am sure many people will 

enjoy.  I think it has been unfortunate that some of the organisation of World Pride was not 

perhaps as efficient as it might have been, but I think this Assembly would really have found 

fault with us if we had simply decided to write out a huge cheque to an organisation that was 

plainly in difficulties and was not able to pay its contractors. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  But this is not about writing a cheque.  This is about money that had been 

pledged and that would have been returned back to the taxpayer.  But can I just say, finally, Mr 

Mayor, you talk about the walking procession being just as good.  It is not as good for all 

Londoners, for example older Londoners.  Age UK Camden, for example, has said that they will 

not be able to take part as planned because they cannot guarantee the comfort and safety of 

their members because it is just going to be a procession.  So I hope you will understand that 

this is not -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I understand.  I do. 

 

Tom Copley (AM):  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I understand why people should want to throw blame 

around and deprecate what I thought would be a happy and successful event.  What we need to 

do now is get behind the organisers, get behind the event and support it. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  OK, thank you.  We have three more speakers on this issue.  But I 

have a point of order from Assembly Member Cleverly. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Thank you, Chair.  I am just conscious that some of the newer Members 

to the Assembly have crept into the habit of interrupting and talking over the answers.  I 

appreciate that this may be because of a lack of experience on their part.  I was wondering if 

you could ensure that, as per standing orders, questions are asked and then replies are given 



 

and then supplementary questions asked, rather than just Members talking across.  Perhaps you 

had not noticed, but I just wanted to bring that to your attention. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  I thought they were following your fine example, but I shall -- 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  So can I take it that you will or will not be intervening? 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  I shall be mindful in my chairing duties and remind Members 

accordingly. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Much obliged. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  I would like everybody to set a good example here today.   

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):   I am delighted to hear that World Pride is going to go ahead this 

year and I am proud the Greater London Authority (GLA) has up to a point been able to step in.  

But what I am concerned about is that there are additional security costs which seem to have 

only come up at the last minute that would have allowed the parade and everything to go 

ahead.  The complaints I have had are about the start time moving to 11.00am in the morning 

instead of 1.00pm in the afternoon.  People had booked planes and trains and had pre-booked 

tickets.  They are not going to be able to take part.  Will you be ensuring that the time goes 

back to the original time of 1.00pm? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  On the exact timetabling, I will look into that.  I cannot 

give assurances on that because I think this will probably now have been agreed between the 

police, the council, Pride and everybody else.  I would be reluctant, Caroline, to give you any 

cast-iron assurances. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  But you will pursue that? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am certainly happy to look into it and make sure we do.  

Just on the funding point, we have put in £100,000 of taxpayers’ money to support this event.  

That is a considerable sum in tough times.  Actually, given the great organisational difficulties 

that Pride was experiencing and the real question mark over whether their contractors were 

going to be paid, I think that rather than urging me to spend even more money, this Assembly 

would want to know whether we were really certain that our initial support was well-founded 

and that we were going to deliver a happy and successful event. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (Deputy Chair):  I think clearly there is a review you need to carry on, Mr 

Mayor.  After this, there clearly needs to be a review of the whole organisation and I accept 

that.  But it is World Pride.  Given that the world is looking at London at the moment, it might 

have been wise to put that not directly on the company but on security costs   Given that there 

is this issue about people with mobility issues and others who would like to take part in the 

parade and people have spent thousands of pounds on their floats and so on already in 

advance, is there a way as part of your discussions that you could look at even part of the route 



 

being able to have a parade where there are floats and so on to help those people to take part 

in what is World Pride? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am more than happy to look at anything to improve 

the parade insofar as it is within our powers to do so.  I should just point out that when the 

problem was brought to me a few weeks ago, I was told that we were facing the cancellation of 

Pride and that the situation was so grave that that was really, I am afraid, the sensible option.  I 

said that was completely unacceptable and I hope the Members of this Assembly will agree that 

was the right thing to do.  It would have been completely wrong to scrap Pride.  It is a very, very 

important part of London’s calendar. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon (AM):  OK.  I welcome your commitment to look at those issues and I look 

forward to seeing you on Saturday. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Good morning, Mr Mayor.  I am told by Peter Tatchell, who is of course 

an iconic London campaigner on gay rights, that the Mayor’s Office intervened -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Monumental. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  -- to say that he should not speak at the World Pride rally in Trafalgar 

Square on Saturday.  Do you know of any reason why your office would intervene and not allow 

Peter Tatchell to speak?  It just seems so unlike you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have had a briefing about this just now and I can tell 

you the answer.  The answer is that Peter Tatchell, although he is exactly as you describe, I 

understand he is now also a Green Party politician.  Is that true? 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  He has been a member of the Green Party for some years, but I am not 

sure why that should influence  -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The theory was that if you are going to have any 

politicians, you have to have all politicians, so I will check but as far as I understand -- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  He is not a politician.  He does not ever advertise the fact that he is in the 

Green Party.  I am sure he is not embarrassed about it but he certainly does not -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As far as I understand what is going on, the plan now is 

that all politicians should be able to say something. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  No, he is not a politician.  He is a member of a political party.  That is not 

the same thing. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  So you want to attach your own-- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  That is somebody’s human rights that they are allowed to belong to a 

political party. 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There is no objection to him speaking. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Excellent. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The question is whether he is going to be the only 

person speaking. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  No, he is not advertising himself as the Green Party.  I can guarantee that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Are you happy for other people to join him on the 

platform? 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I could not care less.  I just want Peter [Tachell] to speak. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Fantastic.  Then we are all united. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I am just surprised that you, with your libertarian views, should actually 

prevent somebody speaking.  That seemed to me as so strange. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, I have not prevented anybody.  I have merely 

habilitated.  I have actually allowed other people to speak and Labour politicians to speak and 

Conservative politicians to speak. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Mr Mayor, are you often amused at the efforts that some people go to to 

reinforce the “Boris Johnson is anti-gay” narrative? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry, what did you say?  Am I amused? 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Are you amused by at all the efforts that some people go to? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Actually, I have not noticed them doing it recently, to be 

honest.  I think they have given up on that one.  I think we have shot their fox, so to speak, if 

you are allowed to use that sort of blood sports metaphor. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Is it true, Mr Mayor, that the part of World Pride that you have rescued is 

the part that seeks to highlight the persecution of LGBT people around the world-- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  -- the summary execution of gay people in Iran, the creeping anti-gay 

legislation that there is coming do places like St Petersburg and the Ukraine and other members 

of supposedly the Council of Europe, which is supposed to protect human rights, and that World 

Pride will be a focus for those concerns and those are the issues that the world will be looking 

at? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Absolutely right, Andrew.  The reason I was so 

surprised and irritated to discover that there were these problems with the organisation of World 

Pride is that I want to see an event that draws attention to London’s historic role in advancing 

the cause of equality and tolerance and understanding and all the rest of it.  I know those words 

are not all necessarily now approved of, but you know what I am driving at.  London is a richer, 

more successful, prouder and happier city for supporting World Pride. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Londoners will appreciate the fact that you have rescued World Pride, Mr 

Mayor, but also could you pay some attention to the ability that some disabled and elderly 

people will have in taking part, some attention by your office, as reflected earlier. It is important 

that people of all ages and as I get older I realise, you know, it is more difficult -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are all getting older. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  If we can pay some attention to making it possible for disabled and 

elderly people to -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  What I have said is that I will look at that and we 

will see what we can do to help, but I have not made any promises because I am not certain 

exactly what we can deliver there. 

 

Andrew Boff (AM):  Finally, if I may, Chair, can you also in future years look to the amount of 

money that you are committing to London Pride?  The event, not the beer.  The £100,000 of 

taxpayers’ money appears to me disproportionate for an event that in other cities is entirely 

self-funding through commercial sponsorship. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Can I say how much I welcome that comment, Andrew.  I 

think you are underscoring our serious municipal city-wide commitment to this event.  It would 

be fair to say that we have worked pretty hard in the last couple of weeks to make sure that it 

could go ahead.  I am delighted that it is going ahead. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  I want to come in on two issues.  One is the departure of the 

MOPAC Chief Executive and deputy and also Reading the Riots, so can I do one and then the 

other? 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  It would be helpful so that other Members could come in behind 

you. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Thank you.  Mr Mayor, I want to start then with the departure of 

Catherine Crawford and Jane Harwood, the Chief Executive and Deputy Chief Executive of 

MOPAC.  It is clear from media reports that their departure was not planned properly, there has 

been no handover to any successor and it comes just four weeks before the Olympics, the 

bigger security and policing challenge that the police have faced.  Were they pushed and, if so, 

why? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think a golden rule of politics is not necessarily to 

believe what you read in the media.  Clearly, Catherine Crawford has done a first-rate job and I 

have always had very good personal relations with her.  I reiterate what I said in my opening 

tribute.  People across the spectrum in London government think that she has been a fine 

steward of the MPA.  The same goes for her Deputy Chief Executive, Jane Harwood. 

 

What is happening now is clearly that there are changes in the structure.  MOPAC is going to 

play a different role from the MPA on which obviously you served with such distinction, Joanne, 

and there is a new setup.  I think in that context, the departures of Catherine and of Jane are 

readily intelligible.  Far from incapacitating us in the run-up to the Olympics, if you look at the 

policing situation now, I was there at Hendon where I was watching a passing-out parade of a 

record number of new recruits. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Mr Mayor, this is not my question.  My question is: were they 

pushed or not? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Policing in the run-up to the Olympics is, as far as I am 

concerned, as robust and safe as it can possibly be.  On your question about the exact 

circumstances in which Catherine and Jane have gone, I cannot really elucidate that, I am afraid, 

and I am not going to.  My understanding is that Catherine Crawford has retired and Jane 

Harwood has decided to step down. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Did your Deputy Mayor tell you about his decision or consult you 

in any way? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have regular consultations with my Deputy Mayors on 

all sorts of matters. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Were you consulted and asked for your opinion on whether the 

chief executive of your policing and crime function should go? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I was certainly consulted on all relevant personnel issues, 

as you can imagine. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Did you agree with the decision? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If I may say so, you are asking me to confirm that, as 

you put it, Catherine and Jane were pushed and I am not going to do that.  All I can certainly 

say is that I was consulted about the imminent move.  How about that? 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Of course, Mr Mayor, although you may delegate the day-to-day 

functions to the Deputy Mayor, you remain ultimately responsible.  So, can I ask you, then: 

having agreed to the loss at such short notice of these senior personnel with valuable and vast 

experience without any alternative arrangements in place- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There are alternative arrangements. 



 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  -- experience that you said this morning was indispensable to 

you -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I said occasionally. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  -- by your Deputy Mayor who by his own admission declared he is 

a novice in policing matters, who right now is providing leadership and direction for the 

Metropolitan Police Service at this crucial time? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The leadership and direction of the Metropolitan Police 

Service, as you would expect, it is supplied by Commissioner Bernard Hogan-Howe 

[Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis].  He is doing a first-rate job.  I am in regular contact 

with him as is the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  But, Mr Mayor, you are now the directly-elected Police 

Commissioner.  You set the priorities and you hold them to account. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  How are you able to do that with a new and - by his own admission 

- novice Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime and losing your two most experienced public 

servants? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think most people following this will recognise that the 

police are in very good shape at the moment in the sense that they are well led by Bernard 

Hogan-Howe.  We are recruiting large numbers of new officers.  There was the biggest 

passing-out parade the city has ever seen the other day, which I attended.  If your point is 

somehow that the MOPAC is going to suffer difficulties because of the departure of Catherine 

[Crawford] and Jane [Harwood], I really reject that completely.  I think it is absolute nonsense.  

Anybody who knows how these things work knows that it is nonsense.  The time comes for a 

change and that is what is taking place and there are good alternative arrangements that have 

been made. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair): Can you then put your second question to the Mayor? 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  On Reading the Riots, Mr Mayor, the report that has come out this 

week notes the concerns among police officers that disorder may be repeated and concerns 

about the scale of cuts to policing.  We also had at the same time the Her Majesty’s 

Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) report coming out and concluding that the Metropolitan 

Police Service is one of only three forces at risk of not providing an efficient and effective 

service to the public in the future.  It identified that one third of the identified funding gap, i.e. 

£233 million, remains unplanned and it predicts loss of police officers, Police Community 

Support Officers (PCSOs) and civilian staff, including to the front line.  Do you recognise the 

scale of the problem identified? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I certainly think it is true that the report, Reading the 

Riots, is very helpful to all of us who want to campaign for higher police numbers and I am sure 

you will want to join me in that and I am sure also you want to pay tribute to the MOPAC and 

Bernard Hogan-Howe and everybody else now in finding the savings which are there to be 

found that will enable us to get more officers out on the front line. 

 

I have referred several times now to the record numbers that we are putting out there.  The 

problem it is creating is actually in the PCSOs because many of the people I saw the other day 

are PCSOs who are very happy because they are graduating to become warranted officers, but 

what do you do now to fill the ranks of PCSOs?  I think someone has a question on it later on.  

There is a big campaign on now to recruit more PCSOs.  You will want to know about the 

timetable of that and I will tell you more in a moment. 

 

Reading the Riots, this study, is valuable to us in making the case to Government that a great 

city like London, where the population is growing, where there are particular strains, where 

indeed -- you refer to the particular problems that London faces and the record of the 

Metropolitan Police Service which the HMIC report highlights.  What that demonstrates to me is 

the importance not just of reform and looking at how that money is spent but making sure that 

London is properly funded. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  Just to pick up on that report, Mr Mayor, you would probably agree 

with me that, yes, it is helpful in that it might add to the clarion calls for extra resources for 

London’s policing.  However, I have two concerns. 

 

You will see I have a question to you later about seeking your reassurance that we will not have 

a repeat of the riots, it does raise again some concerns around the mobilisation of police officers 

that we pick up later.  My only worry and concern - and hence that is why I will be seeking your 

reassurance later - is that the timing of the report, so near, only month away, is going to 

increase to a degree fears on the ground in places like Croydon that perhaps the police, despite 

the reassurances over the previous months, actually do not have their house in order.  I will 

pursue that at length a little bit later in the morning, but would you like to just comment on 

that specific part? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, and I am grateful to you, as ever, Steve, for the way 

that you lobby and militate for policing in Croydon.  Yes, it is certainly one of the issues that 

concerns me.  Croydon, from memory, was just about the only borough I can think of in the last 

four years that did show some movements in the wrong direction on overall crime levels.  Across 

the board, we saw huge success.  Kit [Malthouse], is that right?  I think that is right.  There are 

issues in Croydon.  As you and I have discussed many times, Croydon has fantastic potential.  

We need to make sure that the policing issues there are properly sorted out and I look forward 

to working with you on it. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  I will pursue this subject a little bit later. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you for that.  We have five speakers who have not spoken, 

so we will have to go for another 20 minutes, but it is out of Groups’ time for the session, so 



 

what will happen is they will not be able to ask as many of their scheduled questions on the 

Priority Order Paper.   

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Mr Mayor, in your opening remarks when you were talking about road 

casualties, you said specifically that there is more work to be done.  I want to support that 

completely because obviously any casualty is too many.  Back in May last year, I actually wrote 

to you asking if you were investigating how to drive down casualties even more.  You told me 

you that were looking at three issues: budget cuts, re-phasing traffic lights and guard rails.  In 

November you said you would ask TfL to look at it as a matter of urgency because it would feed 

into the new road safety plan, which is coming, I presume.  I am just curious.  Have you had that 

report from TfL about guard rails, budget cuts and the re-phasing of traffic lights? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What I can certainly tell you is that our objective overall 

is to reduce road casualties of all kinds and no guard rail is removed unless we exhaustively test 

whether or not it will make the streets safer.  We are making sure that, as you know, on the 

budget issue, we direct very large sums now to investment in cycling and in cycling safety -- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  I am so sorry, Mr Mayor, but you are not answering my question.  My 

question was very specific.  Can you tell me the results of TfL’s urgent investigation into this? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Into what? 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Traffic light re-phasing, taking out guard rails and budget cuts. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can in the sense that we do not think that any of those 

factors are playing, as far as I understand it, playing a role in people killed or seriously injured 

(KSIs) or in casualties on the roads.  There is a great deal of work going at the moment into 

particularly the increase in slight injuries amongst cyclists and I believe also in pedestrians.  

There are some theories about that.  I do not want to ventilate them now because they might 

turn out to be wrong and it will cause irritation and offence, but there are theories that TfL is 

looking about what it is that is causing this increase in KSIs, even though to get back to the 

point I began with in the opening, we have reduced people killed or seriously injured to the 

lowest level since records began. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  No, I am asking the questions.  Mr Mayor, you are meant to answer the 

questions that I ask.  Chair, could you please ask him not to divert attention from the -- 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Mayor, are you able to give a direct answer to the question? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have just given the most direct possible answer.  Jenny, 

it has gone into her like a -- it is absolutely full-frontal -- 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Could you stop rambling for a moment, please?  Is it possible to see that 

TfL report?  It would be of great interest to all of us who care about keeping our roads safe.  Is 

it possible to see that report? 

 



 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Jenny, I am sure that if we have any data that 

would help you with your arguments, we are absolutely happy to share it with you.  The crucial 

thing for me is that we are reducing deaths on the road. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Thank you.  Also, you are going to publish the report.  Is that right?  It is 

not just for me.  It is for all of London.  There are a lot of people out there who really care.  Can 

you publish the report TfL produced for you? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am hesitant to identify a particular report that may or 

may not exist but we are happy to publish all relevant data. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  But you told me it existed.  All right.  I would like to see that report.  I 

think you owe it to London to actually publish it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Do not take that aggressive tone.  You owe it to London 

to apologise for the countless times you have misled them about whether cycling is getting safer 

or not. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Secondly, where is the cycle safety plan?  You promised four years ago 

and you still have not delivered it. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Assembly Member Jones, you are moving away from your question 

about casualty figures.  You will have to bring forward a question on the safety plan at another 

time.   

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  Mr Mayor, TfL has obviously been zealously and rightly promoting 

cycling and walking in London during the Olympic Games, but the figures do actually show that 

pedestrian deaths went up by 33% last year, cyclist deaths went up by 60% and deaths on the 

road generally went up by 26%.  Yet I have just heard you say, Mr Mayor, that you are reducing 

deaths on the road.  It is very clear that deaths are actually rising on the road, Mr Mayor.  Last 

time I asked you about this on 14 March, your reply to me was, I quote, “Absolute rubbish, 

cobblers, and thank you, Val, for that very magnificently enumerate question”. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It was and it remains. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  We have 159 bereaved families.  Road deaths are rising, Mr Mayor.  

What are you doing about it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Again, for instance, you say that cycling deaths are up 

60%.  What that means is that the all-time low figure of 2010, which was 10 deaths, went up to 

16 in 2011.  One death is one too many, but the people of London deserve to know when you 

talk about a 60% rise in cycling fatalities exactly what your use of statistics involves and what 

you are really trying to do.  If you look at the numbers killed or seriously injured in 2011, it was 

the lowest recorded.  I am not going to pretend that things are perfect, but we had a massive 

173% increase in cycling since 2000/2001 and in that time we have not seen a proportionate or 



 

commensurate increase in KSIs.  That is a great tribute to the work of TfL in making cycling 

safer. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  Mr Mayor, I really feel you are misleading the public in your 

explanation of the data. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think actually, if there was a shed of intellectual 

honesty in my critics, they would acknowledge that cycling has become safer not just on the 

Transport for London Road Network but on borough roads as well.  It is a stunning tribute to 

the work of TfL.  You said in your aggressive way what am I doing about it. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  What are you doing about it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will tell you.  We are spending considerable sums of 

taxpayers’ money to make 500 junctions and roundabouts safer, to put in better signalling for 

cyclists, to put in all kinds of highly expensive interventions that will improve cycling in this city. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  Mr Mayor, what about pedestrians in particular? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You have asked me what I am doing about it.  Those are 

just some of the things we are doing it about it.  I cycle every day.  I am passionate cyclist.  I 

love cycling and we are going to make it ever safer. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  Mr Mayor, can I ask you about pedestrians?  There has been a 

long-term trend of reduction in accidents with pedestrians.  That has shifted back now.  We are 

seeing an increase in serious accidents.  We are seeing an increase in fatal accidents.  Nearly 

1,000 pedestrians a year on the roads in London are suffering from a fatal or a serious injury as 

a result of a road traffic accident.  The figures are rising, Mr Mayor.  A historic trend has shifted.  

It started last year with slight accidents and it has now shifted up to the serious and fatal 

accidents.  I just want you to know, Mr Mayor, you cannot carry on spinning the statistics 

because there are real people suffering as a result of something going on that you are unwilling 

to research or acknowledge. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I know.  If I may say so, that is, as usual, wrong.  

Again, I understand why you feel obliged to play politics with that kind of thing. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  That is outrageous. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  But if you look at the figures, as I have said repeatedly, 

because I think it is very damaging, by the way, that people continually say that cycling is 

getting more dangerous when it is not proved.  These are not people who ride bikes themselves, 

as far as I can make out.  As I say, the numbers of all KSIs were actually at a record low last year.  

It is true that 2011 was up on 2010, which is where you get your figures like a 60% increase in 

cycling fatalities.  But 2011 was down on 2009 and down on 2008 and well down on 2007.  The 

same goes for pedestrians and it certainly goes for motorcyclists.  Two-wheelers in 2011 were 

well down on 2010, even.  So I am just begging you to accept that in a huge city where there 



 

inevitably and tragically there will be accidents, when you have shifts in what are very low 

numbers, you can produce statistics of the kind that you came out with, such as a 60% increase 

in cycling fatalities. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  They are TfL’s statistics, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I know they are not inaccurate.  But if you fasten on 

that statistic alone, you give a wrong impression. 

 

Valerie Shawcross (AM):  So they are not inaccurate; they are wrong.  Is what you are saying?  

I will leave it there. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Mayor, I am sure it is a subject we will return to.   

 

[Andrew Dismore AM spoke out of turn.] 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair): Assembly Member Dismore, can I ask you to give respect to those 

Members who want to listen?   

 

James Cleverly (AM):  I want to return to verbal update you gave on the situation in the 

South London Healthcare Trust.  You mentioned already that you have spoken to the Health 

Secretary outlining your concerns about the implication of his decisions and I thank you for that.  

I also ask you that you join me in a submission promoting the proposals for the Queen Mary 

healthcare campus, which is a plan that has been very well worked up in consultation with the 

local healthcare providers and the local authority to ensure that the most at-risk site of the 

three hospitals still has a wide spectrum of acute and chronic healthcare provision to service the 

needs of my constituents, particularly in the south of Bexley borough and the north of Bromley 

borough. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  First of all, I want to congratulate you for lobbying for 

healthcare in Bexley and you are absolutely right to do so.  We have been around many times 

with Queen Mary’s.  My job is really to campaign for an improvement in healthcare in London.  I 

think it is very important and I said this the other night in the Talk London thing we did on LBC 

radio.  It is very important that politicians in opposition or in government, when there is an 

opportunity to improve healthcare provision, do not just leap on every passing bandwagon and 

stop any improvement that may be envisaged. 

 

I see some smirks from the Labour Group.  Let me just remind them that when I came into City 

Hall there was a plan that was supported by the Labour Government that the Strategic Health 

Authority had then worked out which involved, as you well know, the widespread closure of 

hospitals across London to deal with the problem of the PFI overspend and the indebtedness of 

trusts across the city. 

 

I am more than happy to oppose closures.  I am more than happy to mount the barricades with 

Victoria [Borwick AM, Statutory Deputy Mayor], who speaks for me now on this.  I am more 

than happy to oppose closures.  But what we need is evidence that what we are doing will really 



 

drive up clinical standards and will really provide better healthcare for Londoners.  As I said, I 

think London has done fantastically well on stroke provision and on those outcomes.  There is a 

question mark about oncology.  Why are we seemingly so far behind other countries in 

outcomes?  Are there problems to do with the configuration of London hospitals?  If there are, 

then we cannot be mealy-mouthed about it. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Thank you.  I genuinely appreciate that.  One of the things that is and 

has been for quite some time the elephant in the room with regard to the new amalgamated 

South London Healthcare Trust is the fact that two of the three hospitals were saddled with 

incredibly poorly negotiated PFI contracts and those contracts started going wrong almost 

before the ink was dry on the contracts.  Indeed, you make reference to the Labour 

Government’s Picture of Health consultation which was widely and correctly ridiculed by the 

local people, which basically offered people three options, all of which were based upon the 

closure of Queen Mary’s Hospital and was an absolute sham consultation.  It is obvious - and 

time has shown this to be the case - that until we radically revisit the financial situation of the 

two hospitals which are burdened with Labour’s abysmally negotiated PFIs, there will be a sword 

of Damocles hanging over Queen Mary’s Hospital.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely.  I will certainly join you and I know that 

many other Members of the Assembly will wanted to join you in campaigning against any more 

that increases health inequalities in London.  If the closure of an A&E or the closure of a 

maternity ward unacceptably deprives local people of ready access to the services they need, 

then we must fight against it.  But what we must not do, I repeat this, is bury our heads in the 

sand and say no change is possible anywhere ever because that is not, in my view, a sensible 

route forward. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  I appreciate that.  Thank you, Mr Mayor.   

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, in the light of the Barclays scandal, many Londoners will no 

doubt be asking themselves whether it is not an embarrassment to still have the brand which 

must not represent city fraud and wrongdoing emblazoned across a key part of our transport 

network. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As far as I know, not even the Labour Group was 

involved in fixing LIBOR, as far as I know.  But, your point is, I am sure, one that is at least half 

serious.  I think many Londoners will be allowing that thought to form vaguely in their heads.  

Let me try and answer it as seriously as I can. 

 

Just to get back to what I was saying right at the beginning, Barclays Bank is and remains a 

historic British brand, a bank that commands respect and affection from many people who have 

used it for a long time.  It continues to be a very big employer in this city.  I am not going to sit 

here and run down Barclays Bank.  I am not going to do that.  I am going to stand up for 

financial services and for London’s pre-eminent role in supplying those services which will 

continue to be important in a global economy whatever reforms take place.  I want to renew my 

gratitude to Barclays Bank for coming up with £50 million to help us defray the cost of the cycle 

hire scheme. 



 

 

To answer your question directly or what I think is the heart of your question directly, no, I do 

not see any reason in advance of the expiry of the contract to tamper with that contract or to 

decide unilaterally that we are going to sever our relations with Barclays Bank.  I think that 

would be wrong, it would be probably illegal and I think it would be absurd. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  Mr Mayor, is not your first responsibility as Mayor of London to 

protect the reputation of this city? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes. 

 

Stephen Knight (AM):  In the build-up to the Olympic Games, with the world’s eyes on us, to 

have this damaged brand emblazoned across some of our key infrastructure, does that not risk 

tarnishing the image of London at this Olympic time? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There you go.  I think you are now exposing your point 

very clearly and I am grateful to you for describing the bikes as key pieces of infrastructure.  I 

would certainly agree with that. 

 

Your salient phrase or the most important phrase you used was “a damaged brand”.  That, I am 

afraid, as Mayor of the greatest city on earth which happens to be the home of many historic 

companies, I will not accept.  I will not accept that the behaviour of a few executives at the bank 

has in some way invalidated or destroyed the work of hundreds of thousands of people over a 

very long time in building up Barclays.  It has not in any way diminished the hard work of many 

thousands of people, not all on huge incomes, who work for Barclays Bank.  It does not mean 

that what they are doing is less any less admirable or important or valuable to the city or to the 

British economy.  No, I will not sit here and indulge in completely pointless and petty gesture 

politics. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  Yes.  When the Assembly looked at the whole issue of 

sponsorship earlier in the year, TfL told us that if one of its sponsors suffered major reputational 

damage, it would be entitled to terminate the contract.  But it also told us that it would not deal 

with a company where this was a conceivable possibility.  I think that history has somewhat 

proved TfL wrong there. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Again, I would disagree with you, Darren.  As I have at 

length replied to Stephen [Knight AM], I think that what has happened to Barclays and the 

whole fixing of LIBOR by that bank and indeed many other banks, as far as we understand the 

matter, has been absolutely disgraceful.  I think many people think the people who have been 

engaged in fixing LIBOR in order to further their own bets in their own derivatives’ trades 

should be arrested, have their collars felt; most people think that and I certainly agree with that.  

Where I think I differ from you and possibly from Stephen is I do not think the activities of a 

culpable minority in that bank has destroyed the reputation, the good name of Barclays bank.  It 

remains a proud British institution.  I think it would be very sad indeed if people were now to 

actively, like the priests of Baal, go around in some sort of great orgy of self-slaughter. 

 



 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  So you do not think those activities have tarnished the 

brand of the cycle super highways one iota then? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think I have answered that, the answer is no. 

 

Darren Johnson (Deputy Chair):  I believe that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, you do not.  You can put that in your pipe and 

smoke it. 

 

Kit Malthouse (AM):  Would you agree with me that if Stephen Knight was to operate the 

same rules for himself as he wants you to operate for Barclays, he would resign from the Liberal 

Democrats given that were funded by Michael Brown, their ever-funded and convicted fraudster 

and self-proclaimed Liberal Democrat who defrauded many of his business colleagues and 

channelled that money into the Liberal Democrat Party; monies they have never returned and, 

therefore, profited from fraudulent activity, by his own admission? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  A characteristically brilliant point for the Deputy Mayor 

for Business and Enterprise.  I am amazed that the Liberal Democrat Party continues to exist and 

that they have not changed their name. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Let us get back to some questions.  I now have Assembly Member 

Biggs and then the final question for this section will come from Assembly Member O’Connell.   

 

John Biggs (AM):  I am sure you know, I worked in the City for six years before I entered my 

current line of business.  I am a great champion of the financial sector provided it conducts its 

business responsibly.  I think the risk Mr Mayor, is that you are talking as if you are a sort of 

doormat for all the misdemeanours of the financial sector.  I know you say that individuals 

should be collared but there is a cultural problem with Barclays Bank.  The first question, have 

you spoken with Bob Diamond [former Chief Executive of Barclays Bank] in the past week? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not like to discuss private conversations with you 

and I see no reason why I should. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  So you may or may not have done.  If you did, presumably you said, “We 

are all in this together” or something. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I leave it to you.  I think you are more than capable, 

John, of writing the imaginary dialogue between me and Bob Diamond.  I think you are fertile 

dramatis. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  I take that as confirmation then. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You can take it any way you want. 

 



 

John Biggs (AM):  The second question then is you said that Londoners have been saved 

£50 million as a result of Barclays’ intervention when events in the newspaper over the past few 

days tell us that they may have robbed from them effectively far more than £50 million by the 

misdemeanours of people including traders in Barclays Banks.  So do you not think, in the 

round, that we should be a little more cautious in welcoming their generosity if they are taking 

it out of one pocket and putting -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Let us put it this way.  It is thanks to the cycle hire 

scheme that we have recouped from Barclays £50 million they may or may not otherwise have 

taken from the profits of Barclays. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  No, OK and, of course, they may and I suspect they have because we did 

conduct this investigation earlier this year into the selling of our brands.  I think most people 

would assume they have made more than £50 million pounds in goodwill and advertising 

benefits from it.  In that sense, leaving aside all the questions about conduct, we have undersold 

ourselves. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That may or may not be the case, I wonder.  I certainly 

think it has been terrific for the brand.  Barclays is certainly associated with a wonderful cycle 

hire scheme; there is absolutely no question of that but I just remind Members of the Assembly 

of the point we went over many times before.  When this thing was being launched, I am afraid 

to say, business was not stampeding, was not knocking at our door, or TfL’s door, to support it.  

They saw great risks, they were hearing all sorts of stuff about the risk of cycling in London, 

they were very, very worried about being associated with something that might involve 

casualties on the streets of London and I am afraid we could not get anybody, certainly the TfL 

sponsorship team who involved in it, could not get anybody to come anywhere near the kind of 

money Barclays eventually came up with. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  That is not true.  We had great trouble getting information out of TfL 

because it was all terribly confidential. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Did you say that was not true?  It really was true. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  We asked for a copy of the Barclays’ contract and it was about this thick 

and 98% of it was redacted; it was black felt tip, so you could not read more than the odd ‘and’ 

or the odd ‘but’.  So we publicly have no idea of what that contract says and what the safe 

guards in it are.  I would ask you to agree that is a pretty scandalous situation particularly when 

we are talking about these reputations. 

 

Can I ask you also then finally to agree that TfL and your Office have been a little bit too 

relaxed about potential reputational damage to London from events?  What happens if 

something goes wrong with Emirates tomorrow?  Are you going to whitewash out their name on 

the bottom of the cable car? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  Just a couple of points there.  I really must get back 

over this point about the distance between the Barclays’ offer and any other offers. 



 

 

John Biggs (AM):  We just do not know? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If I can find a way -- 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Assembly Member Biggs, can we have an answer and then another 

follow-up question? 

 

John Biggs (AM):  There were three or four bidders and it hides under a cloak of total 

confidentiality -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK, I am sorry you feel that way.  I will do my best.  The 

difficulty may be that for confidentiality reasons, we are unable to go into where the 

under-bidders were but I can tell you they were miles behind.  They were miles behind Barclays. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  Are you happy to ask  Bob Diamond, to relax that confidentiality -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am happy now.  I do not know whether I can do it 

unilaterally from a legal point of view but I will have a look and see if I can give you better.  I 

can tell you, I have seen the figures, I know how far apart they were. 

 

On your other point; the general logic of getting sponsorship from the private sector.  I think it 

is indispensable to London in tough times that you work with the private sector.  You do not 

turn up your nose at people who are willing to reduce the cost of important projects.  I think it is 

very, very surprising that you are taking this line and your only solution is to ask for more 

taxpayers’ money.  That is not the way forward. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  Nobody said that, Chair.  Thank you. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  I am declaring an interest.  I was employed at Barclays for 28 years.  I 

was never at the lofty level of the colleagues that were talked about; I was making tea for the 

first cashier, that sort of level.  It is irritating to me, particularly the comments on my left, and I 

hope you will agree, Mr Mayor, that Barclays’ employees, as many hundreds and hundreds of 

employees commit themselves for unity through CSR, working on the ground, they will be 

irritated, you will agree, Mr Mayor, that they may conceive they have been let down by certain 

other employees at the top of the organisation but the last thing they would want is leaders, 

Mayor and politicians in this town to criticise their work and their reputation.  Therefore, we 

should continue a relationship with Barclays as a whole, as a culture throughout the 

organisation now not to be criticised, although there are some points to pick up, and the work 

that many, many employees do, many, many companies throughout London is to be 

congratulated and not be the subject of cheap political points. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I completely agree, and I had forgotten you were an 

employee of Barclays but I am sure that when you say that, you speak for many thousands, tens 

of thousands of people who are employed by that bank across the world who feel very 

threatened, very upset now by some of the general criticism they are coming in for not least 



 

from around this horseshoe.  I do think it is disappointing, some of the comments we have 

heard. 

 

Steve O’Connell (AM):  I find it disgraceful, some of the comments. 

 


